
 St. Thomas the Apostle Newsletter 
                 “Faith, Seeking Understanding”  
May 15, 2020 (Feria in the 4th Week after Easter)  
 
The task appears daunting…To build up a Traditional, Anglo-Catholic parish today. How can it 

be done? Can it be done?  

  Over the past several weeks in this newsletter I’ve laid a philosophical foundation for parish 

ministry. I can summarize it in one sentence: Parishes are built with prayer and faithfulness from 

the inside, out.  

  When the members of a parish pray fervently, and work out a living relationship with Jesus 

Christ in the life and activities of that parish, it is growing and it will build. There are no special 

formulas. There are no special programs. Prayer and Faithfulness build a parish. Period.  

  So much for philosophy… Today I ask the question (always to myself first): “Why do we want 

to build up our parish? Why do we want it to grow?  What is our motive?”  

  The ACC’s bishop of the West, The Rt. Rev. Steven Scarlett recently wrote “My unscientific 

research has observed an overarching attitude, which might be summarized in this way: We want 

our churches to grow because we like our churches and we want them to continue.”  

  That sounds like a reasonable motive. It certainly doesn’t sound wrong. But, it greatly misses 

the mark! If our motive for growing St. Thomas is to get them (other people) to help us keep 

what we value, our motive is wrong. And those who come, if the Holy Spirit is present in their 

life, will sniff it out and not join with us.  

  Bishop Scarlett continues: “…true mission works in the other direction. In authentic mission, 

we want to share Christ with others. Christ has changed our lives, forgiven our sins, made us 

members of his Body, and given us meaning, purpose and a goal for life. We want others to 

know him as we know him.” This is the right reason for wanting to build up St. Thomas, for 

wanting our parish to grow; so we can build Christ into people and people into Christ through the 

life, ministry and worship of our parish. Any other motive misses the mark.  

  I’ve quoted Bp. Scarlett here for two reasons. First, because he knows his stuff. He’s labored 

for over 25 years building a faithful and strong parish in Newport Beach, CA.  

  Second, because he has an important place in my being Anglo-Catholic, which exemplified 

ministry to me. I met then Fr. Scarlett in September 1998 at a church conference in Kentucky. I 

was a deacon in the REC, trying to be an Anglo-Catholic in a predominately Protestant church. 

Bp. Scarlett invested his time and resources in me. He met me where I was at and pointed me in 

the right direction. He kept in touch with me until I was in the hands of a local priest who 

brought me the rest of the way home.  

  This is how a parish is built up! This is how we must build up St. Thomas the Apostle! We need 

to take the relationships we (each of us) are building with Christ and live them out in our parish’s 

activities. We need to invest our time and resources in people; our current parishioners and those 

who will visit. Each liturgy, each Bible or book study, each business meeting, each outreach 

activity must have one end, one motive: bringing and building Christ into people and people into 

Christ through the incredible, deep resource that is Anglo-Catholic faith and practice.  

  This task is still daunting. It will take prayer, lots of prayer, and some faithful hard work. But if 

our motive is true, it can be done. And God will bless it.  

     Fr. Paul 



   

The quotations from Bp. Scarlett are taken from an address he gave at the G-4 Synod this past 

January. The full text can be read at: http://anglicancontinuum.blogspot.com/2020/01/mission-

possible-in-fact-gods-will.html 

 

The Vestry met last evening. Besides typical business, we went over matters from previous 

meetings that were still open and discussed the direction the parish needs to move towards in 

order to be effective in ministering to current parishioners and others we hope the Spirit will 

connect us to (or them to us). The Vestry will be meeting monthly going forward. If you have 

something you wish them to consider, please notify a member or Fr. Paul so it can be placed on 

the agenda. The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 10 at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Remember, we now have a weekly, Wednesday mass at Noon.  

 

A weekly study of the book Anglican Catholic Faith and Practice will begin this coming 

Wednesday. We are meeting after the Noon mass (around 12:45) for about an hour. If you’d like 

to take part and need the book, see Fr. Paul for a copy.   

 

Thursday, May 21 is the Feast of the Ascension. We will celebrate the feast with mass at 6:30 

p.m. Your assistance at this mass is requested.   

 

Wisdom from the Church Fathers: 

 “It is a great and very precious thing, beloved, in the Lord's sight, when Christ's whole people 

engage together in the same duties, and all ranks and degrees of either sex co-operate with the 

same intent: when one purpose animates all alike of declining from evil and doing good; when 

God is glorified in the works of His slaves, and the Author of all godliness is blessed in 

[unrestrained] giving of thanks. The hungry are nourished, the naked are clothed, the sick are 

visited, and men seek not their own but that which is another's, so long as in relieving the misery 

of others each one makes the most of his own means; and it is easy to find a cheerful 

giver, where a man's performances are only limited by the extent of his power. By 

this grace of God, which works all in all, the benefit and the deserts of the faithful are both 

enjoyed in common. For they, whose income is not alike, can yet think alike, and when one 

rejoices over another's bounty his feelings put him on the same level with him whose powers of 

spending are on a different level. In such a community there is no disorder nor diversity, for all 

the members of the whole body agree in one strong purpose of godliness, and he who glories in 

the wealth of others is not put to shame at his own poverty. For the excellence of each portion is 

the glory of the whole body, and when we are all led by God's Spirit, not only are the things we 

do ourselves our own but those of others also over the doing of which we rejoice.” 

-St. Leo I (5
th

 century) Bishop of Rome and Doctor of the Church: Sermon 88   

 

 
Fr. Paul can be contacted by phone or text at 540-588-2766 or email frbeutell@gmail.com  
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